5 
D 


Elders, Minifter and eee 1 
OF THE SEVERAL . 8 
BAPTIST CHURCHES, 

= —Clooki,ch MEETING A ar — ahh —j 


x 
On CEO — In 


ö Broadmead 1 Bratton, 
Chacewater, Pitſay, Briſtol, Crockerton, 
Troerton, Sodbury, Frome, 
Wellington, + Wotton; Bradford, 
V Erittleton and 
Preſcott, Cheltenham, Calne. 
Paulton, Sarum, 1 
Having received LETTERS allo 3 | 
Plymouth, Stoke-gomer, Feovil, 
Kz ngſbridge, Lottery, Bridgewater, 
En Chard,” | _— 
Cullumpton, . i 
Bampton, L me, Mels ſham. 


Being met in Aſſociation at Calne, Witts, June ad and gd, 
1784. To the ſeveral Churches 18 repreſent, ſend 
Chriſtian Salutation. 


Dran BRETHREN, 


O ſtrengthen each others Kahdat in the work of the Lord, 
promote your ſpiritual intereſt which is dear to us, and 
advance the honor of our Redeemer, we have held another 
annual aſſembly; and truſt in the enjoyment of the divine 
preſence and bleſſing, we can ſay it is good for us that we 
have been here. With the moſt humble and affectionate 

concern for your greateſt happineſs, we beg leave to offer, 
and beſeech you in the ſpirit of meeknels, once more to 

accept a word of exhortation. 

You do well brethren; to remember, as long: as you conti- 
nue in the preſent life, that you remain in a ſtate of great 
weakneſs and imperfection, in a world of temptation and 
wickedneſs, That therefore, the moſt vigorous and conſtant 
_ Exertion of your graces, in the as and ſtrey gth of Ch g's 
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is neceſſary, to enable you to order your converfation as is 
becoming the profeſſed followers of the Son of God. 

Is this divine fervor, this holy activity yours? We beſeech 
you to ſee that it is, and in order to give proof of the fame let 
your great concern be to excel FOR | 

In acts of private devotion, 
In the government of your families. | 
In the church of God, ? 
In your deportment in the world, 
In the obfervation of the ſabbath. 
In the improvement of the goſpel, 
In the redemption of time. 8 

Excel in acts of private devotion. As often as your 
many other affairs will admit, and as opportunity ſerves, 
enter your cloſets with ſacred delight and pleaſure, for 
ſpiritual meditation, ſelf-abaſement, prayer — 1 raiſe.— 
Such exerciſes are both uſeful and commendable. If you 
ponder well the path of your feet in private, it may be 
the happy means in proſperity of keeping you off the rocks of 
e gx in adverſity of guarding you againſt the quick 
ands of deſpair. Private meditation will doubtleſs ſerve to 
increaſe your knowledge, judgment, prudence, comfort and 


eſtabliſhment, - The words of David are well worth your no- 


tice, * I have more underſtanding than all my teachers: for 
thy teſtimonies are my meditation.” Go ye and do likewiſe, 


If you retire for ſelſ-abaſement, and with a broken and con- 
trite heart mourn over your original and actual tranſgreſſions, 


your ſins of omiſſion and commiſſion, bewailing your loſt eſ- 
tate and condition, the God of grace in his own due time, 
will make ſuch diſcoveries of redeeming love to your ſouls as 
ſhall be the means of your joy, engage you to his honor, and con- 
vince you © He that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted,” If 
you retire to wreſtle with God in prayer, by faith in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the pardon of your guilt, the deſtruction of 
fin, the liberty of your captivated ſpirits, likeneſs to himſelf, 
and life eternal, He who enabled you ſo to do, will be graci- 


ous to you, cauſe evidences of it to appear in the ſight of 


men, and give you occaſion to ſay The Lord is good unto 
them that wait for him, to the ſoul that ſeeketh him.” If you 
retire humbly to adore and praiſe the Savior for the wonders 
of his love to his church and people, in that at his own ex- 
pence, he undertook to ranſom them from ſlavery, fin and. 


hell, and is become the Lord their righteouſneſs, ſtrength and 


ſalvation 5 having experieneed in yourſelves the work of re- 
e | | generation 
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generation by the agency of his holy ſpirit : he will guide 
you to his praiſe in public, and ſecretly tell you Wholo of- 
fereth praiſe, glorificth me; and to him that ordereth his 
' converſation aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation of God.” 
Excel in the government of your families. You who are 
heads of houſes relying on Chriſt, reſolve with pious Joſhua, 
% As for me and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord,” Like 
him as far as in your power, put your reſolutions into practice. 
Set a good example to your families, be humble, meek, pa- 
tient, diſcreet and holy. Read the word, often converſe on 
religious ſubje&s, and give your children a pious education. 
Fares to make ſervants ſenſible of the duties they owe to 
God as well as you, and rule them in the fear of the Moſt 
High. Earneſtly recommend the one thing needful to all in 
yaur houſes, warn the ungodly, and encourage the ſerious; + 
admit of no known irregularities, bad hours or evil company 
in your dwellings. Senſible that all excuſes for the neglect 
of it are vain, make conſcience of family prayer, the neglect 
of it among profeſſors of religion is ſo ſcandalous and ſhame- 
ful, that in charity we would hope there is not one guilty of 
it, What a chriſtian by profeſſion not pray in his family ! 
W a religious houſe without prayer! How grofly incon- 
iſtent. „ | „ 
Excel in the church of God. We are happy to find by 
your letters to us, you all continue ſtedfaſt in the faith, are 
for the moſt part harmonious, ſome lively and increaſing: 
but are ſorry to hear of the lukewarmnels of others, and that 
immorality as well as death have leſſened their numbers. O 
for a reviving time to the declining, and a continuance of 
proſperity to the flouriſhing, And as one means thereof, we 
unanimouſly and ardently recommend, a conſcientious and 
frequent attendance to meetings of prayer and ſpiritual confe- 
rence. It will be the means of keeping upthe life of religion in 
your fouls, animate yuur brethren, and comfort your miniſ- 
ters, The diligent therein will ſoon appear as the calves of 
the flall, or the cedars of Lebanon, the negligent like Pha- 
raoh's lean kine, or the briars of the wilderneſs. The foul 
that delighteth in opportunities of prayer and ſpiritual conie- 
rence, will bloſſom as the roſe, bring forth fruit as the vine, 
and poſſeſs the exceilency of Carmel and Sharon: but go by 
the field of the flothful, and the vineyard of the negligent, 
„And lo, it is all grown over with thorns, and nettles cover 
the face thereof, and the ſtone wall thereof is broken down.” 
More awful till ! Hear the fluggard in the midſt of it mut- 
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N ee vet a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little folding 
of the hands to ſleep.” Ah! Thou inactive drone we pity 
| thee, hear what is thy reward, “ So ſhall thy poverty come 
as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.“ 
De pend upon it you will never become ornamental to the 
church of God, or make any progreſs in real religion, or en- 
Jov much ſolid peace or joy of ſoul, while you diſreliſh or 
neglect meetings of prayer and ſpiritual converſation ; but 
w1l' certainly continue weak, deſpicable, unfruitful, adi in- 
glorious,” We beſeech you therefore, to Lay aſide every 
weight, and the fin which doth fo eaſily beſet you, and run 
with patience the race that is ſet before you,“ and always to 
be abounding in every good word and work. It is ſad for any 
who profeſs themſelves to be juſtified, called and ſanQti- 
fied of God. friends of Chriſt and heirs of glory, to be irre- 
guler, careleſs, or lirigious in the church, Such diſgrace the 
cauſe of Chriſt, give room for the carnal to revile, and grieve 
all the true lovers of Zion. Take heed of ſuch miſconduR, 
wait at wildom's gates, and watch at the poſts of her doors.— 
Cultivate a good underſtanding with your brethren, and re- 
member unity with ſuch in the buſineſs of religion is, “ As 
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deſcended upon the 
mountains of Zion.“ Be ſubmiſſive, forgiving and tender- 
hearted, endeavar to comfort the diſtreſſed, ſuccour the 
tempted, relieve the deſtitute and oppreſſed, ſtrengthen the 
weak, admonith the wavering, chear the drooping, and with 
care and e check the preſuming. Weep with them 
that weep, and rejoice with them that rejoice. 
Excel in your eee in the world. In attending vour 
wWorldly bulineſs, or employments in life, be upright, careful 
and diligent 3 beware of indolence in your lawful callings, 
or neceſſary (pheres of action, under pretence of heavenly 
mindeanels, An error which ſome enthuſiaſts of the preſent 
dav I ve 100 much way to. They are too ſpiritual to confine 
themſelves to carnal labour like common chriſtians, they muſt 
be gadding about to hear good new th, or relate their own mi- 
reculousex perience, viſions, revelations, raptures and heavenly 
traces. They live by their faith, and are ever ſoaring up- 
war's on its w ings. Ah! What muſt their families, their credi- 
tors do the while? Profeſſors, bew-re of ſuch wretched flights 
off.ncy, be concerned in the midſt of the affairs of time to have 


vou minds above them, and to hold your converſation in 


heaven, Yet while you are heavenly minded, remember 


your bodies are upon, the carth, and that «If any provide 
not 


not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, 2 
he hath denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel.” At 
the ſame time, be not too much devoted to worldly matters, 
let them not ſo engroſs your attention as to plead you have 
no time to ſerve God, or attend the duties of religion, Take 
no inordinate or diſtruſtful thoughts concerning your life, 
„What ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for 
your body what ye ſhall put on. Behold the fowls of the 
air : for they ſow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 


barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them, Are ye not 
much better than they ?” | | | 
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Beware alſo of conformity to the world in its vanities and 
follies. Ye are not of the world” ſaith Chriſt of his diſci- 
ples, © Be ye not conformed to this world“ is the advice of 
the great Apoſtle, Have theſe paſſages ever been read, by 
thoſe who conform to the world, in order to recommend re- 

ligion as they pretend? How oppoſite their conduct to the 
goſpel! What run into the wild extremes of dreſs and fa- 
ſhion, attend cards, dice, balls, plays, and midnight revels, 
to make religion look handſome! What make the ſons of 
dark neſs your intimate companions, and ſquander away your 
time with them in taverns, alehouſes, or ſuch like places, to 
render chriſtianity lovely, or win them to the ways of God! 
How abſurd ! Such profeſſors are too much like the filly mar- 
riner, who firſt chaining his bark to a rock put off to ſea, 
hoping by virtue of the chain the rock would follow him: 
but alas! the contrary effect enſued, and his veſſel was 
daſhed in pieces. Let conformiſts take heed they make not 
ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience ; their caſe is dan- 
gerous : men before now have arrayed the Savior in a gorge- 
ous robe, and then mocked him, Learn, religion is beſt re- 
commended where the temper, example, and goſpel of Chriſt 
is moſt adhered unto. In the world, put on a chearful gra- 
vity, be friendly but not conformable, condeſcending not 
mean, courteous not light, ſpirited but not proud. Be nei- 
ther bigoted, cenſorious or vain, Have ſalt in yourſelves,” 
connect the wiſdom of the ſerpent with the innocency of the 
dove, Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 
ſee your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven,” LL 5 | 
Excel in the obſervation of the Sabbath. EOS 
. How profane is the conduct of thoſe who ſpend a great 
part of it in ſleep, caſting up their accounts, tranſacting 
worldly buſineſs, or in carnal converſation. How criminal 
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the proceedings of ſuch who cannot be prepared for the buſt- 
neſs of the day till they have had thei: hair-dreſſers to attend 
them in the morning, and then go up to the houſe of God, 
(or elſewhere as fancy leads) only to make a fair appearance. 
How. cruel and guilty are hoſe, who occaſion their ſervants 
in bitterneſs of mind to complain, they have more to, do, and 
often work harder on the ſabbath than many other days of the 
week, How ſo? Why their maſters and miſtreſſes ſlighting 
the Lord of hoſts, hold a ſacrifice to another God, which is 
their belly, and muſt receive viſitors in form! Truly their 
glory is their ſhame ! Brethren carefully avoid ſuch errors, 
and keep your ſabbaths holy unto the Lord, Begin the day 
with God, and as far as poſſible let the whole of it be ſpent 
in acts of private, family, and public devotion. Take your 
Children to the houſe of God with you, and never admit of 
their wandering about ſtreets or fields before, between, or 
after the fervices of the day. Do all in your power (as far as 
works of real neceſſity will admit) that your ſervants may 
enjoy their ſabbaths as well as you, and never make them 
drudges to mere vanity and parade, when they ſhould be 
engaged in the ſervice of their God. 

Excel in the improvement of the goſpel. 

What an unſpeakable privilege is it, that you have the 
word of light and ſalvation, Prize it as you prize your lives, 
Read it deliberately, ſearch it cloſely, hear it ſeriouſly and 
conſtantly, and fee that the word of Chriſt dwells in you 
iichly in all wiſdom. That you rightly underſtand its glort- 
ous doctrines, follow its bright examples, and increaſe in 
the knowledge of and readineſs to appear before the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, How awful is it for any who are indulged 
with the goſpel, particularly profeſſors of religion, to remain 


barren under its cultivation. Hark ! 1s not the neglected, 
the diſhonored Jeſus ſaying of ſuch ? “ Behold theſe three 
years I come ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find none: 
bes | | 
Excel in the redemption of time. „ 
How fleeting is time ! How ſhort and vain the preſent 


life! How much of it already ſpent but to little purpoſe ! 


Redeem the paſt by diligence in the preſent. Put nothing 
that concerns the glory of God, or the good of your immortal 
ſouls off to an uncertain. to-morrow.  _ | 

Be wife to-day; 'tis madneſs to defer; 

& Procraſtination is the thief of time; 

5 Year after year it ſteals, till all are fled,” 


0 To-day 


CY 1 


1 To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts,“ 
Are you young ? Guard againſt the ſnares of the world, 
the temptations of Satan, and never truſt your own hearts, 
Conſider that for the moſt part in youth, the judgment is 
weak, the paſſions ſtrong, and the ſteps haſty. Therefore 
unleſs you take great care, you will plunge yourſelves into 
evils that will diſgrace your profeſhon, bring inexpreſſible 
darkneſs and horror into your Pauls and lay a foundation for 
ſorrow and grief of mind in your thoughtful hours all the 
days of your life. To prevent which © watch and pray that 
you enter not into temptation.” By all means ſeek the com- 
pany, prize the council, and follow the example of the aged, 
— judicious, and experienced diſciples of the Lord 
eſus. | | 
: Are you aged ? Be not weary of well-doing, lay not down 
your chriſtian arms till you lay down your lives, you have 
enemies yet to oppoſe, duties to attend, and trials to endure. 
There is yet reaſon for all poſſible activity, and room for 
improvement. Young and old, be ſtill preſſing forward, 
grow in grace, and reſpecting your conduct in general, 
„ Whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, what- 
ſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, 
think on theſe things.“ And the very God of peace 
ſanctify you wholly ; and we pray God your whole ſpirit, 
and ſou] and body, be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” IE = 


Signed by order and on) 5 ä : 
behalf of the afſembly,> DANIEL SPRAG UE. 
| June 3; 1784. a | 7 | 
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WEDNESDAY afternoon, met preciſely at three. Mr. 
| Allſoþ prayed. The preliminaries were read. Mr. Sprague 
was Cholen Moderator. The letters were then read, minutes 
taken, Mr. Taylor was deſired to prepare the general letter, 
and Mr. Phillips concluded in prayer. 3 
At ſeven in the evening met again. Mr. Horſey prayed, 
Mr. Evans, of Briſtol, preached from Rom. 6. 13. Yield your- 
clues to God, Mr, Redding concluded in prayer. 125 
„ EL | THURSDAY 
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| © THURSDAY morning met at ſix. Mr. Adams, Mr. Dyer, 
— Mr. Freeman, Mr. Davis of Reading, Mr. Hopkins. and Mr. &. 
© Dun/combe improved time in prayer. At the cloſe of this ſer. 
vice attended to the private buſineſs of the aſſociation, 

At ten met again. Mr. Mofely and Mr, Ringaon engaged in 
prayer. Mr. Sprague preached from Gal. 4 19. My little 
children, of whom I travail in birth again, until Chnft be formed in 

ou. Mr. Cooper cloſed this ſervice in prayer. 185 

Audited the accounts of the aſſociation fund, when there 
appeared a balance in hand of gl. 18. 6d, which with the 
collections this year amounting to 381. 8s. 6d, makes the ſum 
of 411. 108. all of which excepting a few ſhillings was imme- 
diately diſpoſed of for a variety of uſeful and benevolent 
Purpoſes, a ny es 
Met again at THREE in the afternoon, Mr. B. Francis 
prayed. Mr. Day preached from Coloſſ. g. 11. Where there is 
neither Greek nor Few, circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Chriſt is all and in all, Mr. Tommas 
cloſed in prayer. : 3 

©. Agreed, to recommend Mr. Booth's Treatiſe, entitled 
Px DORA TISNM EXAMINED, to the attention and patronage of 
the churches in this connection. „% ᷑ ᷣ˙můmwuůw—PH,p -- 

Agreed, to recommend a day of thankſgiving for the reſto- 
ration of peace, and the proſpe& of plenty, as well as for all 
our other innumerable mercies both civil and religious. 

Agreed, to hold the next aſſociation at VR oviL Tueſday and 
Wedneſday in the Mhilſun week, To begin at three o'clock 
preciſely on Tueſday afternoon, Mr. Evans and Mr. B. Francis 
to preach the ſermons, | hg tes» wy ; 


In the affociated churches the laſt year there were, 


103 Baptized 3 
10 Received by letten 


3 Reſtored 
F 
Dead 66 
Diſmiſſed 5 
Excluded 11 
— 82 


Increaſe 34 


27 AP 66 
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